
l."j ou e,Ntt€ft- 4A , tq+qI

;.{.1' j#l:: r: | 1 Yf f p y..,k of ocr.28r h,z Novem ber 4r tr I e78Ii lil:i $:[; f'],] :'1':''" :"o "Fii,lli:H-J"+i,."#lltii. ' r ' i 's  E)e is publ ish-"{ .?L. l l . l lo i , i ] . "u,22 Ashe Srreer,I rdlce. Co. h;..-iry, as
*{cgistered u, o Ntiri[fp\rckr] communitv 

3i]ll,t3,lli; ,,oonF t l t {or :Pactraie Kenn'el lv Adrert is in.s:Joan Kennel lyi"hirne (066)23-199
Telex glgi

i ,  r r t tsrotyt

I mfltsrg .- PffiJlfi .,=r.o,#ffi' srTt 
t;*o-i', lffi|fi!

i ' \4&f ff i-

iti
Trafee's own Weekly Newspaper. Price 12p

STUELTER PROJECT-
amd ru$ Tat'-JI



\ l rg! , ' r .  Thursday, the IDA f inal ly announced lhe s i t ing of  the
-f i .h Zinc Smelter.  I t  is  1o be iocated about 4 mi les i ior th of

,  a i la i l l longford on lhe south bank of  the Shannon, esluar l  .

- i  Planning permission was appl ied for  on Thursday af lernoon' i ' to 
Kerr l  Co. Counci l .  The trasic delai ls are as fo l lows. The

- --  prur ject  is  est imated to cosl  f ,100m. I t  wi l l  lake 2f)  years to
bui ld.  650 wi l l  be employed on construct ion and in operal ion

j  i t  wi l l  empkr1 500. The IDA hope to have al l  obstacles
- i  c leared in 6 months and erpect to be readl  lo rol l  at  that

s lage. But so far ,  i f  I 'ou regard the IDA as the br ide to l ie,
.  lhere is no br ideeroom. There was one and he absconded -

-  \ew Jersel  Zinc.  Thel  parted recenl ly ' -  wi thoul  breach of
, -  promise proceedings being issued bl  the tearful  br ide.  The

. '  IDA reckoned that thel  had gained exper ience -  even though
* tf iq- Agll iqse was not consumrnated. I l was the New Jersel

-* f lan thal  r -as being shown bl  the IDA on' Ihursdal 'and a
.  model of  lhe New Jersel  p lant wenl  on displal  a{

I la l l l  longford.  Their  approach now to the Planning
* Perrnission is lhe same as that ol  anl  farmer l iv ing near a

- 
tonn. Sel l ing land with planning permission makes lhe

;  prrr ject  rnr l re prof i lable and rnore desirable.  John Gannon,
j  erecut ive direclor of  the IDA told the Press Conference lhat

having lhe planning permission would make the proposi t ion
*-'aitryclj-", 'e lo lhe 4 or 5 Smelting firms being courted.

-  As a-- l ; r r )  journal ist ,  I  see ml role in lh is as t re ing the Devi l 's
**  Adv<icale.  I  must assume that the ( iovernmenl and the l l )A

- 
are l r ) ing to pul l  the wool  over {)ur e1es, b1'  g iv ing us
somelhin 'g lhat  no one else $anls.  I  must assume lhal  Kerr l

.  Ccuntr  Counci l  are i l l -equipped to deal  wi th an appl icat ion
:T ior  l re land's [ i rst  srnr ' l ler .

'  
-*  The l I lA provided plenl l  of  documenlal ion lo lhe press,  brr t
, i  a.mrv!n: . - : .J0 minute-c la le,  thcS prol ided no l i rnc for  s ludying

. '  l i r .  _+x-urnrnt \ .  fhe5 ucrr  more lhan ui l l ing.  holrrvei .  lo
\^-€r5i+ei 'et  er t  quesl ion and lhe,  d id so for  -{Srminulcs and lht" ,

,  a l l$-wed the discussion lo carrJ over dur ing a lunt l reon:-  l 'heir
: - '  a l t i tude was openr f rank and co-operal ive.  As far as lhe
l .  indusl i ]  i tsel f  is  c l rncerned, we were assured lhal  heing an

eleclrol l t ic  smel ler .  there would be much less pol lu l ion ihan

ik*

Lo_1,,!in.9tran, lggiolq! officer tDA (on right) ia nding over the plannin-o
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vu '  ' r ruuv '  r td l rn lno uept .  Kerry Co. Counci l .
.'' ;)osition of ptanriino.r*;,L";r[?l-nl-r Mr^Linehan' t*"*rlv ri"jj',ij"

il : il';lJri tJi ll,'ff ,9n: :f l j g n":1f g q, c.,i'" ii'j L i"i',l'll i' Y,,l E, in Li E._ !_u-br^orsht Miss Cirmodv inio ii"'Jur-r]"ul**fi Collins recently visited C";;;;;";
S.::T-" ly_ and Hoiland with EamonB"y;" ,n ? "? ? _?f"" ; :: :: *j '.9^,'I i:il;, :;" " # : ; :i i:" #i'f " 

.,X[,7
Dept. ,  to examine electrolyt ic snrel ters i , connectton with theproposed Cevelopment in Kerrv

t

:
I

I

f'*--

I

- ' - f rorn a hurning pr{)cess.  The plans were modern and had
_elU[onmenlal  safeguards.  There uould be pol lu l ion <t l '  a i r .'  . r  and fr .q ler ,  but  th!s would be kepl  below acceplahlc lerels andt -  and *gler,  but  th ls would be kepl  below acceplahlc lerels and
m(,ni l ( \ed b1 lhc ( 'o.  Counci l .  In spi le of  lhr iopen and frank
wa1 the\ ansr+cred quesl ions and possiblr .  because of  sorne of

_:  !he ansr,r \ rs which lhel  gave. m] he lnee n lhc ears eornl) l t l r r
hcgan lo $r ' t '  a narning bur. t  nhich has nol  re l  ceascd.
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Aerial  photo of the undeveloped
site taken on Wednesday. In the
background, on left ,  can t le seen the
faint  out l ine qrf  the Tartrert
Generat ing Stat ion.

I 'he l t )A speaks oi  500 jobs beinu created from .100 acres of
t h e# rieg| lan dju- tcc-!aa^d- T$-r1l_iy o ( a g rcal n u m he r sr f i o hs
-e edtrd al a c's! .f f lg{lm. { tna'rr3it ' ft$f}i t 'r:.r.olant. in
K!:r . ;  qar-r  emploS eighl  i recplc al  4 esrsl  o l ' f i { } ( ) . ( i f i ( t  anf  -

produce f  100,000 per !ear.  At  fu l i  outpr i l .  the srrrel ler  rv i l l
produce f45m'of  producl .  l lu l  fu l l  outpt i l  in the z inc smel le r
induslr f  is  dependanl  on wr l r ld demand -  lhat  nolr  s larrds al
6090 of  capaci l l  .  This does nol  indicate lhat  l re land should
not l iave the smel ier .  f ln the conlrar l  .  I  feel  we should,  s<l
thal  our presenl  and fulure dcveloped ore weal lh s l rould leave
our shr l re in lhe mosl  valuable form posssible" Added value
slar ls $ ' i lh having a smel l ing process. We mal indleel  he l r rckr
lhal  so few jo l ts are inv<i ' lved, sqr lhal  in l imes of  krvr  dernand,
unemplolment,  f rurm (he f lucluat ing induslrr ' ,  u i l l  n{) l
become loo greal  in th is region.
The IDA indicales lhal  a l l  environmcnlal  consideral ions wi l l
be laken in lo accounl ,  'depending on economic
consideral ions' .  Thcl  esl imale appror imale l1 5Vo of  lhe lo la l
c<ls l  being spenl  on environmenlal  consideral ions.  I 'hat  is  a
lotal  comrni lmenl,  wi lh a bui l t  in bl ind-told brake, especial l r .
when lhel  are rnaking i l  on behal f  of  a c l ienl  who has not 1cl
appeared. l l  was indiraled that the { iovernnrer i l  wl lukl  lahe r
minor i l l '  bul  subslanl ia l  holding in lhe companr.  The'  debate
on holv much <l f  the acl ion the Er ish ( ioverrrrnenl  vvorr ld hold
set l led al  the Press ( lonlerence al  an in or anrund 25f/o
-ma1'be. A 25Q'o man would I ' ind i l  d i f f iculr  to c l ic ta le to a
major i t l  ( )u ner on when enl ' i ronmenlal  consideral ions
become loo erpensive.
Asl . ,ed i l ' lhe l l )A would pa1 towards lhe high travel l ins
expenses elc,  lo cnable Kerr l  ( io.  Counci l  of f ic ia ls l rnvel  lhe
smel ler  wor ld to cvaluale lhe smelter planning appl ical ion,
. f< lhn ( iannr)n was posi t ive lhal  lhel  lvould nol .  l t  would be
unelhical .  he fe l l .
Mat l  L1 nch. Head r i f  I . .n l i ronnrenlal  ' I  echnlr logl  .  er l  lhe
( iovernnrent 's Inst i lute of  Research & Slandards admil ted
thal  having being relained as consul lan{s hr the l I )A,  Kerrr
(  o.  ( ' r runt ' i l  would harc lo look elseuhr: ic lor  lheir  own
e\ pcr l  \ .
Thc pr<lblem lr f  aer ia l  pol lu( ion l rom the smel ler  l ras
hant l led.  Mr L1 nch said thal  the levels of  Sulphur Dior ide
w<luld be wel l  wi lh in the aceeplable lerel .  l l  rvould be
monitored b1 the Local  Authr)r i t ) .  lv i lh in c lear s isht  of  the
smcl(er s i (e is Tarber l  Generat ing Stal ion.  Up r i rer  f rom i t ,  is
Aughinish Alumina l , td.  that  wi i l  be processing 5 t imes as
much maltr ia l  as the Bal l l longford Zlnr Srnr: l ter .  \ l  hai  r r i l l
be lhe combined el fect  of  the Sulphur l l ior ide emissions on
sa1 ,  L inrr . r ick c i t l  ,  or  {he planned rnaj<lr  hol ief  a l  developmc'nt
al  Ki ldy 'sar l  in a wes{er l1 wind?' fhc Fr i"ss Confertnce el id nol
pror ide lhe answer.  Bul  surel l  ,  lhe lo la l  ef fecl  musl  be taken
inlo accounl ,  when levels are being perrmi l led.  In Flol land.
lhel  have found lhat  maler ia ls emit led f rom irqrn smel lers
have grounded 30 ni i les awal . l ron smel l ing.  carr ied oul  bv
burning pr( ,cess is aecepled as being a l , !11 much t l i r t i t i r
indus(11 lhan electrol l l ic  snrel l ing <l f  z inc.  l l r r l  thc pal lern {) [
a i rborne par l ic les l l i l l  he the same. - I -he lsnd aiourrd thc
Shannon tr ' ,s luan al  Bal l r longfr t rd i  is  as f la l  as an\ par l  of
l  l  o l land.

! \ 'atcr  Pol lu l ion ler , 'e ls musl  lake in lo accoun( lhat  the
Shannon is l re la l rd 's last  re maining salmon r iver.  Thanks lo a
re-slocking programmc h1 thc ESB, 25.000 salmon were
landed al  l ) ingle aklne, f rom lhe moulh of  lhe Shannon
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completed smelier.  Note
and the hish tower.

the jetty



dur ing. lhe stas{ |n . iusl  ended. .  I  he danger lo satmon worf tdt ' r l l l te f f t t ln c i thr . r  en qaid loot  in.rr  r t , . : ; . .^--  , ,:;:i:" :^t, l:f i. : i r l :1.1h aci d tea k i.n r o t he 
-:;; 

;i,';,ii ililll*'Jl'ilil:., i ; lj' ;1,:; ; l: lF] ;; -; n;;",i:,i,".r'_ l,li i; : U[j',:ry'ilrg cmpl ied bl
The I . t .R.S..,,id_::gn _"ships loaclin

rneeting that he was usins frilEii

;
:-*i"-..--,_,j

t r andardsI ' r  a i r  p ' l lut i 'n and Japanese standards for warer poi lut ion
conlrol ,  hecause these_ were the wor ld 's hiehest.  

. i t t ; ; ' , ;
illtlll,ll:,h.,.?.,!!.* these were.rhe wortdis high;;i: i,;;;',;
f,'j i i,i),,1 "' i::,_._1.: f:: pl:T :l! I ". l, ",i. ii r i i,T'ii "!r ii g, Li "icondiIions conrrotted bitge water f;n*i;;k;;s;"ff 

"ii i l i;;l;p<i l l r r l ion of  sea walers.  Shios.  
" ,nrLino 

i ; l ; ; ""  , . r  nrrmh rk^:_p<i l lut ion of sea waters."g-nins, i i , rLine i i lh;n" to pump theiri r i lgc waler int .  rhe ref inci l ,  w'ere i i  i ; ;h; ; ; ;" : ; ' i i . ; [ l i
1.1j^g1ii ti_ef a n d. w i r h i n a s n o ir .r i m e i r, 
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[,,J: j:.:'j :,1.11 T.1 i :1: :l .ll " F i s h e r m e i' s n'r'"ic u r i #'rn r i# ]i liii l  in lerest ing lo eramine a conlrol  nn Ui ie;  *ur*r .
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Would lhe IDA see lheir  wa1. towards f inancing the roads inlhe area, due lo erlra-.slraiir uu,,r"d ny-'rne ,ir*lr"ri lnlr"( janno.n, of  rhe IDA di{ t  nur tr in[ i r i ' f r re Kei iv- '4, ; ; ; ; ;{tc}uncit wourd t.renef!{ frorn rne i*erieib;l;; fi 'rd. 
"i;",' l i; lthar *rutd be their  prrbtem. Did Mid;; ;oi  r t r in[  i i ; ; i " l ;thal  th( , rateoa\ers of  .Kerr l  should have lo provide nuat_uolaci l i t ies rr i  enable l retand i , ,  rrrn* a'J-" i te;? He;(; ; ; 'n; , t ;agree (rn t 'ar pr int .  Did he think thal  a Harbour A; l ; r ; ; i i ;cluruld he crealed lo sel the rules and 

-nn-irn, 
lh;r,-;';";ithe mistakes rf Bant11,, and in 

"i.; 
';;i- 

,,if ,piii ig", ii iai,ccurred _ar rhc pr ir  arer l  conrrolred . iet t)  b. !  ' r r t*  
tsd" i iTarherr? \ . !  a marer- f r i  rhe IDA'r  i r r* i i . r i in i .  h, , i  r r  r r ,*Kcrr3 (rru n I I c.,u nci I hrru gh r i n .ir..tr a' pr,,"riti-i- i i .i i, i io' i i ineceplahle.  he thouchl .

I t  th.en emerged thal  Auginish Arumina on the Limerick s iderf  lo1'nes wourd be paving larurui  onei  of  f  t  * i i l inn ' inl. imerick Harbour tto'ari l ei.ch y"rr, tf,ougl, uring ih"i; ' ;ro;prir.ate jelt l. based o,n prerlicted i l;n;;g": Th;i,;;;;g;';;
I la l l rhngf ' rd *ould be'one_f i f th i r f - i f ru i - i , ,  lhat  ;  H; i ; ; ;Author i t l  could est imate on an income 

"r  
i )OO,OOiip_i

annum. Informed.Limcr ick journal is ls al  the p; ; ;( - 'nfe rence r . rd me rhar l ' .1nes i i " iunui  i inard is gett inst i r )
l lgj. l1!r.from ore shipmenis that rhei 

": i l l  ni ir ' -uld;; '?;;crrcumslances become part of a Shannon f_sruaii- "rri iniI loard. . -  Thel  w.an{ to remain on t t te i r  o$,n. .  X" i ry"bi i .( 'ounci l ,  on the orher hand.has onl j  loss making'r ; ; i ih.arbours -  that  act  as_ a _social  service ro imal l  ta. . t . ,  anJf ishernten. Thel  a l readl  tost  lheir  i .han.*oir .n the ESB *,ereul*ucet t*e r 'aci l ; t r  , , t  i  p i inar, . l - l i i l i  i r . i , - r l .  !  he mistake:horr id noi  he repcateO.

. l : : .  lY. l l lL:r-Tqrm { i r l t ins rotd nre,  on Thursdal  af ternoon,rnut nts ptgnntng ol l i ters uould he looking minutet l  at  a l i
l - t l l , : l t  , ,1,  th is appl icat ion. .  

-The1 *, ,u i , t  i r . ' i l , i r i " i "o.rpe 
'enced 

c.nsulranrs r '  ad' ise them. Thel  r r"  u i r*oJi
fl l ,T,inin{..,: ir such p.roprsais, ar te;si 

-;;n; 
., i  *; i.h ;;;: ' ;

:r_y.' l , jn onrce though ihe firm was Brit ish. He saw nopronrcm rn srrpplr ing suf f ic ienl  ualer f r l r  lhe project .  Hc didadm.ir  lhar lhe roadu'a1's in a.s ix mi le raojui , i t  r i re r i r*  *"r .Io la l l l  inadequate and would t rare to-- t r"ei6roughr ;p i , ; ;sui lahle standard,  i f  the project  were lo gu ufr .ufr . f f r . ' * , i r i l
{t-rule b5 lhe Lrcal (i 'rerri inent F,ngine;;s w'utd n'f deiaiIhe-,planning appi iear ion.  as i t  would t .  e in"n top pr ior i t f  ,  i ie\ard '  

coNTtNUED oN BAGK pAGE
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When the Government places its Smelter in Kerry, there wil l
tre added pollution. That has been stated by Matt Lynch of
I . I .R"S. I t  is  not  possible to have industry wi thout pol lut ion.  I
accept that it is possible with good planning and good
monitoring to control pollution at most t imes to the permitted
level. But our experience with planning has been such that I
doubt if day to day management is interested in lhe question
of pollution. On Wed. last I f lew over the site of the ESB
generating station at Tarbert. The clouds of smoke and steam
from the twin 400 foot stacks are something that we now take
for granted. On Wed, they were giving out a bit more than
usual, as you can see from the photo. At the Press
Coprnference, I asked Mr Lynch of IIRS, if the Research
Institute was carrying out the monitoring of lhe emissions
from the stacks at Tarbert. You could have knocked me down
with a feather when he lo ld me thal  lhe ESB were doing i t
themselves. I began to wonder who is working frlr the Ii ish
peopie. We are promised that things wil l be different when
the Anti Follution Act - in force since April - is eventual!1'
op*r*ted by the work-to-rule engineers. trreland has not -r ' 'el
ernerged from the middle ages, if we allow a systern wherebl'
the pollutors are expected to act on their hnnour - l ike boy
scouts. This is the reality of the situatioEr where we are asked
to accept a smelter.

Mr Gannon of the IDA ruled out the possibil i ty of ore being
moved by road to the smelter. They proposed to use sea and
rail l inks" They were considering the possibil i ty of a spur l ine
from Foynes or Listowel. The srnelter is designed to handle
the ore concentrates from Navan. Several t irnes in the past
few years, I made reference in Kerry's Ey'e to rich zinc
deposits in Kerry. tr told him that the Cork Examiner had
publ ished that one of  the major Canadian Mining companies
had lhis year in their annual report stated that their best zinc
prospects in the world were in County Kerry. This would
mean road transport. Mr Gannon disagreed, the cosl would
be too high. A rail l ine would be built, i f needed for such a
mine. Would he agree to a proposal that transporl of ore,
concentrateso or zinc by road should tre barred by condil ion
of the planning permission. He would nnt.
Thal brings us to the crunch. We are being asked to accept
something for lrelancl's sske that wil l bring less spin oif
eeaplol'ment than any olhen industry in Ineland. Since the ore
wi l l ,  we hope, come by sea or rai l ,  we wi l l  not  have petrol
sales, transpari personnel, garage repairs , haircuts, beef
steaks -  a l l  ihe th ings eaten and used by those who are nol
direct l3 '  involved in the industry.  However,  accept ing the
smeller must have an adverse effect on nur tourism. Nol
trecause of pollution, but because of its existence in the
prernier tbur ist  county of  i re land. Given lhe opportuni t l ,  of
going on a hol iday t .o a place with a smelter or a place withoul
a srneller, which would YOIJ go to? There is the added risk to
our road systern, if ore ever qocs on our tar-ways. In m1,

What Kerry should seek as a Smelter Tat
opinion, Kerry should accept the smelter,  on grounds of
patr io l ism, to help the nat ion.  There are r isks involved. But
generally they are calculated risks. We should demand high
compensat ion f rom the nat ion to help control  the r isk and io
compensat€ for the lgsq-i1 income growth of tourisrn - plus
the f oss of income of 500 acres of the best grazing lanil in
Kerry.  What type of  compensat ion should we sCek. We
should get instant f runds to br ing the main roads from the
Limerick border to the smelter and from Tralee to the smeller
to top Nat ional  Pr imary road standard.  The smelter wi l l  be
erected with concrete from Tralee. The Tralee/Listowel road
is unable to take any addi t ional  t raf f ic ,  due to i ts dangerotrs
condi t ion.  The roads in the immediate area of  the smelter
should be proper ly upgraded to sui t  th is need. ralher than
that of farmers coming from the creamery. Funds should be
spent in Bal ly longford on housing and the environment,  s ince
lhe people of  the local i ty wi l l  bear the brunt of  the stress and
r isk.  Addi t ional  l ight  industry should be planned into the area
lo balance service needs. There should be a guaranlee of full
rnonies and quick sancfion for all water and other proiecfs in
the area" A Nat ionai  Smelter is nol  a normal.  inclustr f , ,  in the
accepted sense of  the word. The IDA should not press for
Rates Relief, due to the fact that the ralepayers of Kerny wil l
have to pay i f  the induslry does not.
The nrost  i rnportant demand shouid be that the jet ty shoukl
be scrapped and thal  the shipments should de rnade bv
digging a deep harbour out of  the s i te.  The IDA state thai
lhere is 100 feet of water a.t the end of the jetty. The cheapest
yay_o^f creating a harboun is to dig it from tle land. For years,

-  the IDA has been speaking of  the potent ia l  of  the Shannon
Esluary.  Without a proper Deep Sea Harbour that  potent ia l
can never be realised. They muffed i l with Tarberl, by
al lowing the ESB a pr ivate jet ty.  They l ikewise muffed i t  wi t i
Alcan b1'  doing the same. I f  lhey al low lhe th i rd major
enterpr ise on lhe Shannon lo use a pr ivatejet ty rather thair  a
publ ic harbour,  lhe Shannon can be wri t t "en 'of f  as a majoi
natural  resource.

The West coast ol  l re land is in need of  a major harbour.  The
Shannon Esluar;-  is  the ideal  locat ion.  The developmenl of  a
proper commercial  harbour on t l re Shannon would lead to
manl '  other industr ies that  have not the environmental  r isk or
bad repulat inn of  a smel ler .  I f  Kerr l  is  to be Eiven the
pol luter of  (he industnial  scene, i t  should be of fered the
compensat ion of  such a harbour.  The sand-bar at  the moulh
of the Shannon should also be cleared away. The est imated
cost for that would be in the region of f,2m - chicken feed
lowards the al ternal ive of  suppl t ing most of  Kerry 's needs
from Cork's deep port. Kerry should d.rive a tit-for-tat
bargain.  Unless we gel  something better than the present s la le
crusl  of  the nal ional  cake, there would be l i t t le reascn.for our
neglected counl ]  t l r  p la l '  h<ist  to a smel l l '  babl  wi th an acid
hol lom.
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The Tarbert  Generat ing
Stat ion.  th is week. The
proximity of  i t  to the
broposed si te was cne of
ihe'determining factors in
decidinq on the locat ion.
The "  Bal ly longford
Smelter would have a
capacity of '100,000 metric
tons pei year - or 71/zo/o ol
the West European Zinc
pr"oduction. So far, plans
have not been announced
for 'down stream'
industr ies,  such as rol led
zinc,  sacr i f ic ia l  and
plat ing anodes, al loys,
z inc dust and semi
f in ished products.
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Moving on 30 Years later from 1978 
to 2008; 
 
from a Smelter to an LNG terminal. 
 
What has changed?  Please read 
on… 
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OPINION By Padraig Kennelly 

 
 
MEP campaigns against Kerry project 
 
 
It is difficult to imagine an attack being mounted on a planned Kerry industrial  
project by a person elected by the people of Munster. Kathy Sinnott is a member  
of the European Parliament and has given a damning condemnation to the proposed  
Shannon LNG project at Tarbert.  
The project has now gone for planning, on the shortened route allowed for  
infrastructural developments of national importance. And she has taken a  
submission on it to An Bord Pleanala. 
 
 
Kathy Sinnott has submitted a press release to the media for publication after  
Wednesday, so I am availing of Kathy’s invitation to comment.   
There is no balance in Kathy’s press release. It is emotive, but without being  
informative on the reasons for her negative viewpoint. It falls below her usual  
high standard of communication.  
It is my considered opinion that had she taken the time to study the project and  
the recent history of this world-wide industry, she would have appreciated why  
it is welcome on each continent as being an important part of world economy.  
The industry has a very high reputation for setting and meeting health and  
safety standards and regulations.  
 
 
If Kathy’s proposal to end transport of LNG were successful, what would she  
propose to replace it? Some of the world’s poorest countries have been blessed  
with one natural resource that they can trade to the world. What would Kathy  
offer from the EU to replace oil and natural gas for Nigeria, Niger, Indonesia  
and many other third world countries? 
 
 
The right to be critical is universal. She condemns a project that is in the  
local and national interest. Kathy has failed to balance her condemnation with a  
proposal to promote an alternative that would meet the same national need and  
local employment. Her press statement makes no effort to address the purpose or  
benefits of the project or to acknowledge the history and suitability of the  
site.  
 
 
The 600 acre landbank at Kilcolgan, between Tarbert and Ballylongford, was  
assembled and purchased 40 years ago by the Industrial Development Authority. It  



 

 

remained in their hands until responsibility for the Estuary was transferred to  
Shannon Development. 
 
 
Experts have described that section of the Shannon Estuary as being unique in  
Europe, having water depth in excess of 90 feet, allowing access to the world’s  
largest tankers, ore carriers and container ships. Only Norway has fjords with a  
similar depth of water, but its steep cliffs prohibit harbour development. 
 
 
West Africa is the proposed source of LNG for the Tarbert project. The building  
of two new canals at Panama is expected to be completed within 8 years. That  
will drastically reduce shipping costs of LNG from Australia and Indonesia,  
where piping the gas would be impractical due to distances involved. The melting  
polar cap will allow new sea routes to Europe. Deepening of Halifax and New York  
harbours is aimed at catering for the new bigger ore carriers and container  
ships.  
Shannon Development is promoting Tarbert as the trans-shipment port to mainland  
Europe.  
 
 
We have waited a long time for the first project to become a reality on the  
outer Shannon. It is headed by Tralee man, Paddy Power, who has over 30 years  
experience in senior positions in the industry. The project is backed by the  
experience and resources of one of the world’s biggest and most successful  
players in the transport and marketing of liquefied natural gas.  
It is a pity that Ms Sinnott’s press comments do not reflect the care and  
diligence taken in planning all stages of this welcomed industry. 
 
 
LNG Shannon is purchasing the land for the terminal from Shannon Development and  
will not be seeking government grants. Kathy Sinnott shows by her press comments  
that she has not studied the proposal in depth. Her words do not reflect the  
knowledge necessary to comment constructively on it or to condemn LNG transport  
as being dangerous. A campaign to prevent the industry and the jobs coming to  
Tarbert is hard to understand 
 
 
The Republic of Ireland is facing an energy crisis. It is common case that we  
must act now. The long term continuity of supply from the Russian gas fields is  
not assured. Even when the Celtic gas field starts to flow, it will not solve  
the problem. Our energy uses are increasing and the new off shore gas fields are  
not meeting demand.  
 
 
The alternative to gas is nuclear power. The government has rejected that  
option. And Kathy has ignored it. I presume that she will also oppose nuclear as  
a solution. Wind energy is expected to increase from 10% to just 13% of our  
needs. Ocean wave or current energy has not developed beyond the experimental  
stage. Her press statement condemns LNG as a product. Yet it is the cleanest and  
lowest cost source of non-renewable energy. If it is taken away, as Kathy  
wishes, we are left with the much bigger carbon footprint of coal or oil. She  
has not reasoned her argument well, condemning LNG as well as the location of  
the terminal. 
 
 
I know what Kathy is against, but I cannot find from her article what she is  
for. She is a Joanie-come-lately into the question of Tarbert industrial  
land-bank. A Prime Time TV programme highlighted the concerns of a small local  
group. It showed a movie of a gas explosion in the USA in the 1940s, but failed  
to show that modern transport of liquefied natural gas had caused any disasters.  
 
  



 

 

Sent to Europe to represent us in the Council of Europe days was South Kerry  
Dail Deputy, Chub O’Connor, Killorglin. He brought back an industry, Klinge,  
which has continued under succeeding owners, bringing unbroken employment and  
financial support to South Kerry. Did Kathy ever bring back an industry? Not  
that I heard of - and certainly not to Kerry.  
 
 
Kathy suggests there are high tech jobs coming in quantities to replace the  
collapse of much of our light industrial jobs. The industrial era is over for  
the west of Ireland. In Kerry it ended twenty years ago. Our factories are now  
warehouses or are demolished to be replaced by apartments. 
 
 
The ESB Is closing Tarbert Generating Station. LNG Shannon is examining building  
or facilitating a gas-fired electricity generating station. But not if Kathy  
Sinnott has her way. Kathy writes “Once the facts of LNG are known, I am  
confident that the local people will reject the proposal.”  If Kathy knows ‘the  
facts’ why planning should be refused, she has kept them a secret.  
 
 
LNG Shannon opened a full time office in Listowel, staffed to executive level,  
to answer queries from those in the area or anyone interested in the project. It  
held public meetings, put models of the developed site and the LNG tankers on  
display and the top people in the project came and came again to answer all  
queries. The company took representatives of local development groups on  
visitation to working LNG terminals in Europe’s west coast. And LNG Shannon  
distributed newsletters to households, to ensure locals were kept up-to-date on  
latest information.  
 
 
Local and nation media provided generous space and time to ensure that the facts  
became well-known. No other industrialist setting up in Kerry did anything to  
equal LNG Shannon’s effort to fill a need for information, that would otherwise  
leave a vacuum for false rumour. Kathy will find there is no information vacuum  
in the project that she can fill. A vacancy does not exist for one peddling  
negative nonsense.  
 
 
Shipping liquefied gas in double-hulled tankers is not a high risk business. LNG  
is not flammable in that state. The only process planned to be carried out at  
Tarbert is to transfer the liquid to tanks for storage and to return it to the  
gas state to feed it into the national grid. The horror picture that Kathy  
paints, without offering any supporting facts, does not reflect the true  
situation.  
 
 
Kathy Sinnott offers a ‘boody man’ to frighten children, when she suggests that  
Ireland will share the USA attacks from terrorists. She suggest the Shannon LNG  
ships will become prime targets. If she really feels that is so, she would be  
better off saving her efforts for the demolition of Europe’s high rise  
buildings, so that they will not become terrorist targets.   
Hopefully her MEP Irish colleagues will show themselves to be better informed,  
when they comment on national infrastructure projects. 
Kerrys Eye: Phone 353 66 71 49200 Email: news@kerryseye.com 
 
 



I would like to respond to Mr, Kennelly's opcd piece
about my stance ori ttre liquid natural gas (LNG) termi'
nal. I w6uld also greatly appreciate you publishing the
press release his article referred to at length but which
readels have had no opportunity to see for themselves.
My press release was written taken a great deal of time to

to iniroduce the arguments inform myself. For a more tech-
asainst sitinq an LNG terminal nical account of my public
in" Kerry in an accessible way health' legal. environmental
esoecial-lv for those who have and safety objections to the pro-
noi h"urd of the proiect or who posed LNG terminal. anyone
know little about'LNG. ian read my submission to An

I have looked at the literature Bord Pleanna.
handed out at Dublic meetings I have also had to be informed
held locally and noted the lack on LNG because as Vice Presi-
of accurate information on risk,

fl1guing against fhrbert proiect

environmental imPact, legal
status and long term emPloY-
ment given.

As decisions on whelher or
not the LNG facilitY will go
ahead in Kilcolgan are to be
made shortly, I felt that given
the enormity of the conse-
quences lor the peoPle of Kerry
and Limerick they should at
least be aware of the exis{ence
of the project and ol'the nega-
tive aspects left out ol the com-
pany's literature.

I found it hard to see how Mr'
Kennellv came to the conclu-
sion thai I was ill informed on
the matter.
.Because of the imPortance to

my constituents and mY con*
stituency, I have on the contrary

dent of the Petitions Committee
in the European Parliament, I
am studying an extensive Peti-
tion lodged by a very large
group of local residents in
Wales to the LNG facilitY
which is soon Lo open there.

A couple of issues, I will

address here as Mr KennellY
has brought them up and I did
not address it in my column.
LNG is not an alternative ener-
gy it is, like oil and coal a non
renewable fossil fuel of which
the world has a limited amount.

On the issue of helPing the

source countries like Niger and
Nigeria by buying this gas, I
would put to you that one of the
problems lbr the develoPment
of these countries is that rich
multinationals in cooPeration
with corruot local administra-
tors are stripping them of their
natural but finite resources.

The poor do not benefit from
this cosy arrangement. There
was a famine in Niger two
years ago and manY PeoPle
especially children died" All
during that famine, energY
companies were making mega
money exporting both this gas

and oil from the country.
On the contrary, a Prudent:and

far sighted use of this gas'fbr
the development of the coun'
tries in which it is found would
go a long way to helping these
co.untries develop a stable econ-
omv.

S6tting it and piping it within
Africa would involve only the
normal risks posed by gas in its
natural state. The extreme risk
comes from the liquefaction of
the gas fot shipping which con-
centrates it 600 times.

Thank you.
Karhy Sinnon MEP
Munsler
Environment, Public Healtk

and Food Safery Committee
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MEP'S ARTTCLE'TLL-TIUFONMED'
Kathy sinnott has requested that we publish her article attacking the
prop6sat to construct a tank farm for liquefied natural-g-as (tNG)- at KiF
bollan, Tarbert. On Wednesday, 21st November, her office e-mailed the
arti-cle'with a condition attached. lt would be published in the Evening
Echo on Wednesday and we could comment on it 'after Wednesday"

T the charge that she wrongly.tagged LNC as
BY TADRAIG KENNIL

ffi iH:fi"Tl$i?.il!'",illi,,"o*rs wourd
condition, as I regar"ded the arric'le as being leam that LNG is one of_a group of sub-

unbalanced, ill-iriformed and an attempt, ai stances listed under the heading 'cannot

she admitted, to urge 'that local people will burn or explode''
i.iecitt" proposal;. But that does not stop_her describing it.as
^-fi-puUfiitt 

f,erartlcte would be to further being-'oneofthe mostdangerous technolo-

spieai ttre mis-information and give it cre- gies ihat a Eurocrat in Brussels would wish

ai,n"". H.r allegations are spuiious. Her io locate on 'the remote West coast of

article was emotive, totally lacking in facts' Europe"
In her letter Kathy has not resp"onded to That statement is bunkum. It is an insult

to Irish and EU intelligence and to whatev-
er EU official she had in mind.

Congratulations to Kathy on her political
advancement to being a Vice President of
the Petitions Committee in the European
Parliament.

I have long held the view that being nom-
inated or elected to office does not confer
any wisdom. More is needed.

I am glad that Kathy says she is reading
up on the LNG subject, very necessary if
she is to become well-informed. LifeJong
study is essential to ail commentators. I
would think that she would benefit from a
lot more reading more from well-informed
sources.

It might help Kathy if she includes a

study of the website of U.S. Department of
Energy and examine the feature on Fossil
Energy. Forty years of accident free trans-
oort of LNG on the Atlantic, Pacific and
indian Oceans is an impressive record for
anv nroduct.

ihope she wil l  have an input in ensuring
that conditions attached to LNG Shannon
planning permission, when granted, for the
off-shore and on-shore facilities at Tarbert
will contain stringent regulations and cur-
rent environmental standards of control.

As the final two paragraphs of her letter
have nothing to do with the matter of Tar-
bert, I am not going to accept the good
lady's invitation to waltz to that music. But
should she ever manage to be successful in
arranging for a major industry to be estab-
lished in Kerry, I would be happy to change
my tune.

itvrutu'1t ?.I\t iuuu {*vt!*l- )*rt?
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Tarbert gas will flow 
The Bord Pleanala oral hearing at the Brandon Hotel on the Shannon LNG application to 
set up a LNG tank farm at Kilcolgan, Tarbert ended on Wednesday.  Chaired by Inspector 
Andrew Boyle, it heard 6 days of evidence, 10am to 6pm, with a 10-5pm day on Tuesday 
and a shorter final day on Wednesday.  
The Shannon LNG team was the most impressive ever gathered in one room in Kerry. 
Headed by Tralee man Paddy Power, it included world experts in many aspects of the 
liquefied gas industry, ecology and all the natural sciences.  
Its experts included tank design and double-hulled refrigerated ships to bring the liquefied 
gas at -160 degrees C, from ports on the West African coast.  
 
The Shannon LNG experts - about 16 of them were directed by Senior Counsel, Hugh 
O’Neill. Answering queries on a possible accidental sinking of a tanker, the Shannon 
LNG team produced a Lloyd’s register of world-wide accidents to carriers in excess of 
50,000 tons DWT that suffered sinking or collision, at sea or in ports in the past 15 years.  
Of 154 ships identified, only 17 involved double bottom or full double bottom and side 
skinned construction. Only one LNG carrier (Norman Lady, 2002) was involved in a 
serious collision incident. It took place in deep waters and there was no damage to the 
inner hull.  
Then came questions on possible terrorist attacks, with allegations of the LNG ships 
being more dangerous than an atom bomb. The Shannon LNG experts flicked the danger 
away by saying that in the event of a terrorist attack, if a tanker was in their port, it would 
be ordered to leave immediately and if it was at sea, it would be ordered not to enter the 
Shannon region.  
I thought it offered a good opportunity to the opposition to suggest that terrorists do not 
usually announce their destructive plans. They didn’t. Nor did they look for more details 
when a building on the construction area was referred to as the ‘guard room’.  
It seemed that nobody who attended the full hearing really wanted the hearing to result in 
Bord Pleanala turning down the Shannon LNG application. 
The witness whose evidence might have been expected to cause a turn down was Senior 
Inspector in Health and Safety Authority, Pat Conneely. In direct evidence he said that the 
Shannon LNG had met their criteria. When pushed by John McElligott representing the 
Kilcolgan Residents whether this was his final position, Mr Conneely said that new 
evidence presented during the Hearing would be assessed  as well as documents that 
were submitted to HSA on Jan. 11th. Pressure of work did not allow time to evaluate this 
information, as it would take three days to do so. That may mean that the advice to An 
Bord Pleanala could be ‘reviewed’. The HSA would let An Bord Pleanala know its 



 

 

decision.  
 
Of those who questioned details of the project, by far the best informed was Tarbert man 
John McElligott, representing the Kilcolgan Residents. He obviously made a study of the 
project and kept many of the experts on their toes.  
But I think he had no wish to inflict a fatal blow. Tarbert was also represented by Michael 
McElligott of the Tarbert Chamber of Commerce. He told the hearing that  the vast 
majority of the business fraternity in Tarbert fully supported the application. 
The Marine Archaeologist for Shannon LNG gave evidence of items found in the sea near 
the proposed jetty site. One item was a motor car. He said it was of no interest. Perhaps 
the gardai would take an  interest. It might solve some mystery crime. 
 
A by-product of the Hearing was an educational lesson on the fish that swim in the 
Shannon. The Dolphin follow the ferry on its 24 daily crossings. Dr Simon Burrow stated 
that the Dolphin likes big ships and take advantage of the bow wave to move abreast of 
the ships entering or leaving Shannon waters.  
The birds including curlew, lapwing and ringed plover, will not be affected.  The project 
must make space for new setts for badgers and  provide bat boxes to replace the present 
breeding homes of some small pipistrella bats now residing in a derelict house.   
And the expert ecologist Carl Dixon expected no special difficulty in moving the common 
frog into a new abode.  
 
Paddy Power’s catchy slogan: ‘Shannon LNG is the right project, in the right place and at 
the right time’ became the mantra, being used by several speakers.  
An Taisce was represented by Dr Catherine McMullin, Mrs Maeve O’Donnell and Bernie 
Goggin, but they posed no six mark questions to the developer.  
The people of Listowel and Tarbert and Ballylongford were love-bombed with information 
by Shannon LNG since the programme was first announced. An office in Listowel 
managed by Michael Biggane made sure that information kept flowing into the 
community.   
I don’t think that bookmaker Paddy Power would accept any bet that the project would be 
turned down.  
 
The decision by An Bord Pleanala will be delivered before the end of March. It is on the 
new fast track route. Construction is expected to begin before the end of this year.  
And no negative information backed by facts was presented.  Cathy Sinnott MEP gave a 
short statement on Monday. In it she described LNG as being ‘dirty and dangerous’ but 
did not expand on the phrase with any facts.   
 
Stage I of the project will see 50 tankers a year off loading onto two 50 m high tanks. 
Stage II will see 125 ships  per year.  
The gas at Tarbert could be piped to Tralee, Listowel and Killarney. However, that is 
unlikely to happen unless Kerry County Council become active in demanding and 
promoting it for domestic and commercial use.  
Ogie Moran of Shannon Development, owners of the landbank, put paid to suggestions 
that the remainder of the landbank would be ‘frozen’. He said they were promoting it for 
development and deep water would be available to any new project. Queries had already 
been received. 
 
I hope during the construction phase to publish occasional articles based some of the 
very interesting information made available during the Oral Hearing.  
Congratulations to Paddy Power for bringing home the bacon. False hopes of Landbank 
projects were raised on many occasions. Only the most dedicated maintained faith in it 
being developed.  
But nobody would have forecast that a Kerryman would be the agent responsible for the 
first project. 
 This is the first project to be presented as essential national infrastructure, it bypassed 



 

 

the County Council Planning. It is not a satisfactory piece of legislation for communities 
that have doubts. In this case, the local objectors had to fly in their own expert from the 
USA. Neither the Health and Safety Association nor the County Council explained why 
they were satisfied with the evidence of the applicant or if they had any  experience of 
such a project. 
 
Just as in the Planning Mahon Tribunal, a community group should be state funded, even 
if only to employ experts to act the role of the devil’s advocate. Nor did the Board 
Pleanala Inspector give any indication that he was qualified to decide on such a project. 
For future fast track planning applications, we should learn from this to ensure there will 
be a meaningful examination of first time proposals, with equal knowledge available to 
Bord Pleanala, the applicant and community groups.  
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