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Proposed Variation No 7
to the Kerry County Development Plan 2003 — 2009

Variation No 7

This variation proposes to rezone 188.8ha (466.53 acres) of
land, comprising 105ha (261.43 acres) currently zoned as
Rural General and 83ha (205.1 acres) currently zoned as
Secondary Special Amenity, in the townlands of Reenturk,
Rallappane and Kilcolgan Lower, to industrial zoning.
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Introduction

1.0 Legal Preamble

In accordance with Section 13(2a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as
amended), Kerry County Council propose to make a variation to the Kerry County
Development Plan 2003-2009 to facilitate the development of industrial uses on lands in
Reenturk, Rallappane and Kilcolgan Lower.

2.0 Proposed Variation

The Kerry County Development Plan 2003-2009 was adopted by the Council in
November 2003, and came into effect on 9 December 2003. This variation proposes to
rezone 188.8ha (466.53 acres) of land, comprising 105ha (261.43 acres) currently zoned
as Rural General and 83ha (205.1 acres) currently zoned as Secondary Special Amenity,
in the townlands of Reenturk, Rallappane and Kilcolgan Lower, to industrial zoning.

The purpose of this variation is to facilitate consideration of suitable development of
these lands in accordance with the provisions of section 5.2.9 of the Kerry County
Development Plan 2003 - 2009 which states: ‘Lands have been identified as
Ballylongford/Tarbert as suitable for development as a premier deepwater port and for
major industrial development and employment creation’. The adoption of this variation
will also give effect to Objective ECO 5-5 of the Kerry County Development Plan 2003 -
2009 which states: 'It is an objective of Kerry County Council to identify lands in key
strategic locations that are particularly suitable for development that may be required by
specific sectors. Land in such locations will form part of a strategic reserve that will be
protected from inappropriate development that would prejudice its long-term
development for these uses’.

3.0 Publie Consultation

In accordance with Section 13 (2) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as
amended) notice of the proposed variation was published in the local papers inviting
observations and submissions. Copies of the variation were put on display from the 2
February to the 8" of March 2007.

4.0 Statutory Bodies
Under Section 13 (2) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) the

planning authority is required to consult the prescribed authorities listed under Part 3
Section 13 of the Planning and Development regulations 2001 (as amended).



5.0 Submissions Received

Written Submission No. 1~ No. 4 An Bord Pleanala.

Department of Education
and Science.

Department of the
Environment, Heritage and
Local Government.

Office of the Minister for
Agriculture and Food.

Submisston
No observations on the proposed variation.

Written Submission No. 5 Catherine McMullen, An

Taisce, Kerry Association,
5 Glenashe, Killorglin,
County Kerry.

This submission raises the following issues —

1.

The proposed zoning is appropriate for the majority but not all of the lands. The
submission proposes that half of the lands currently zoned as Secondary Special
Amenity should be retained for amenity uses such as walking and recreation to
meet the needs of local people.

Positioning amenity lands at either end of the land bank would provide a buffer
between houses in the vicinity of the industrial site and the site itself.

Public access to the shore line should be maintained particularly in view of the
likely loss of public access to Kilcolgan Strand from the public road following the
development of the site.

Sufficient land should be zoned residential in Tarbert and Ballylongford to meet
the housing requirements of any workforce.

Response

1.

An extensive area of land to the west of the site is designated as Secondary
Special Amenity and includes a walking route to Carrig Island. It is considered
therefore, that sufficient natural amenity lands have been reserved. The adopted
Tarbert Local Area Plan makes adequate provision for the amenity requirements



of the village. In addition, a draft local area plan for Ballylongford is in the
process of being prepared and will make provision for amenity uses to serve the
towns catchment area.

2. The impact of development on the residential amenity of houses in the vicinity of
zoned industrial lands will be dealt with at the planning application stage.

3. It is recognised that industrial and public amenity uses are incompatible due to
reasons of health, safety and utility. Extensive foreshore lands from Richards
Rock to Reenturk Point are however, excluded from the proposed industrial
zoning and remain designated as Secondary Special Amenity.

4. The adopted Tarbert Local Area Plan makes adequate provision for an increase in
demand for residential development. In addition, a draft local area plan for
Ballylongford is in the process of being prepared and sufficient land will be zoned
to cater for increased demand.

Written Submission No.6 Clare County Council
New Road,
Ennis
Co. Clare

The submission makes the following points:

The proposed rezoning is likely to have a significant impact on the future development of
the Region, and will have a direct impact on the planned objectives for the Mid West
Regional Guidelines for the Shannon Estuary and in particular the Planning, Economic
and Service Infrastructural development objectives for zone 5 of the plan.

Any industrial development including the construction of a deepwater harbour will have a
major impact on both the visual and ecological amenities of the area, and potentially on
the whole lower Shannon estuarine environment, including the foreshore of County
Clare. Clare County Council would like an appraisal of any SEA investigation which may
have been undertaken in respect of the proposed variation.

Response

Any future application on these lands will be subject of an Environmental Impact
Assessment. This process will ensure that any proposals will take into account impacts on
the visual and ecological amenities of the area. A copy of the SEA screening report for
the proposed variation will be forwarded to Clare County Council.

The lands subject of this variation have been in the ownership of Shannon Development
for a number of years. While the text of the County Development Plan 2003-2009



facilitated industrial development on the land, the relevant zoning map did not reflect this
objective. This variation will regularise the zoning maps with the text of the Plan. It is
considered therefore that the proposed variation will not alter or impact to any additional
extent on the objectives of the Mid West Regional Planning Guidelines.

6.0 Recommendation

Having considered the submissions received it is recommended that the variation to
rezone 188.8ha (466.53 acres) of land, comprising 105ha (261.43 acres) currently zoned
as Rural General and 83ha (205.1 acres) currently zoned as Secondary Special Amenity,
in the townlands of Reenturk, Rallappane and Kilcolgan Lower, to Industrial zoning is
adopted.

Signed:
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M, McMahon/ M. Mac Mathina,
Director of Services/Stiuirthoir Seirbhisi,
Planning & Sustainable Development/Pleanail Agus Forbairt Inbhuanaithe



